
Sponsorship and Partner Organization Profiles 

The John H. Chafee Center works with many different entities to provide services aimed 

at enhancing and increasing international trade. The center is funded in part by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration and Rhode Island Commerce. These two organizations sponsor the 

efforts of the Chafee Center to support the State’s goals for international trade and investment. 

Along with these two sponsorship organizations, the Chafee Center works closely with other 

organizations and agencies to supply additional services to Rhode Island businesses. Our 

network is designed to adequately provide consulting services, financial and accounting services, 

training for staff, the ability to organize foreign trade missions and shows, and whatever else 

your company might need before you export! Partners within our network are listed below: 

 

- Rhode Island Commerce 

- United States Small Business Association 

- EXIM Bank 

- FoodExport USA 

- Polaris MEP 

- United States Commercial Service 

- World Trade Center’s Association 

 

Rhode Island Commerce 
 
The Rhode Island Commerce Corporation works with public, private, and nonprofit partners to 

create the conditions for businesses in all sectors to thrive and to improve the quality of life for 

our citizens by promoting the state’s long-term economic health and prosperity. Rhode Island 

Commerce offers business assistance, access to funding and red tape reduction for companies of 

all sizes. As a quasi-public agency, they are the official full-service, economic development 

organization for the state of Rhode Island, serving as a government and community resource to 

help businesses expand in, and relocate to, Rhode Island. 

 

Website: https://commerceri.com/ 





Polaris MEP 
 
Polaris MEP helps Rhode Island manufacturers with their top lines, bottom lines, and pipelines. 

Their team of experienced engineers & operations pros provides competitive business 

improvement programs that are customized to manufacturer’s challenges. The MEP 

(Manufacturing Extension Partnership) Center for the state of RI, Polaris MEP is a nonprofit 

affiliate of the NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership (NIST MEP), a business unit of URI 

Research Foundation, and partners extensively across the state. 

  




